
Term 2 2025 

We’ve had a busy start to the year with the children  settling into their new classes and spending 
time getting to know their teams for the year.  
We had a great turn out for parents’ evening, thank you to everyone who joined us to talk about 
their child’s learning in school.  We had 95 families sign up for a meeting slot which is the best 
attendance we’ve ever had. Thank you.  

 
We also had a wonderful turn out for our Harvest Stay and Plays. Thank you to 
everyone who sent in a donation for the McCarthy Dixon Foundation. The McCarthy 
Dixon Foundation supports schools across the county with regular and emergency 
food parcels.  
 

The children had a great time at the Halloween Disco, the costumes were great and it was lovely to 
see so many of you join us. We raised approx. £150 . 
The orders for the Christmas Fundraising Extravaganza have all been sent off and the items should 
arrive in school at the beginning of December. Thank you for supporting this project, we raised £79.  
 
Fairfields was selected as a nominated charity along with Helen & Douglas 
House in Oxford for a charity golf day in September. In total they have 
raised £23000 for our school fund, which is amazing! Some of this will be 
used for the sensory room and the rest will go towards our new project of 
developing the Willow Garden outside space.   
 

We also had a visit from Lucy Rigby MP who is the MP for North 
Northampton. It was lovely to meet Lucy and it’s always a privilege 
to share the wonderful work our staff do each day supporting the 
children in their learning and care. It was also an opportunity to raise 
some of the challenges with her around funding, provision and the 
wider SEND system, which is more important then ever with a 
number of new government policies being  shared at the moment. 

We hoping that this is the start of some partnership working between ourselves and Lucy.  
 
Some changes at Fairfields…. 
As you may be aware, the number of spaces needed in special schools currently is really high. As a 
maintained school, we have been working with the Local Authority on how we can increase the 
capacity at Fairfields. In February 2026 we will be having a two class extension built at the rear of 
the building.  As part of the work, they will also be working with us to improve some of the areas of 
our existing building. As it is at the rear of the building I’m hoping that the impact to school will be 
minimum. We will keep you updated as the project progresses.  
 
 

Lesley Elder - Headteacher 
head@fairfields.northants-ecl.gov.uk 

https://mccarthydixon.org.uk/schools/


Medication 
As parents, it is your responsibility to administer any medication your child needs outside of the 
school day, where possible. Medicines will only be administered at school when it would be 
detrimental to a child’s health or school attendance not to do so. Where medication is required 
during school time, we need written evidence of this (on label or note from GP). When sending in 
your child’s medication, please also send in the appropriate resources to administer the medication 
e.g. syringes.  If a child has a new medication, either as a regular dose or as an ‘ad hoc’ medication, 
e.g. antibiotic, the medical team need a day to make adjustments to the schedule to accommodate 
this and to check all paperwork has been completed. If the child needs to come to school before we 
have arrangements in place, you will be asked to come into school to administer the medication.  
 
Emergency Medication 
Some of the children have emergency medication which falls into the category of being a Controlled 
Drug. Where this is the case, we have certain protocol we have to follow when in school.  If your 
child has emergency medication in school please hand this to a member of staff with the 
appropriate consent forms. Please do not leave in your child’s bag. If your child is on school 
transport, please hand this to the driver or PA so they can pass this to a member of staff. 
 
Administration of Emergency Medication 
If your child has had to have their emergency medication given in school or at home we request that 
they have 1 school day at home after the dose has been given to allow for monitoring and recovery.  
 
Admissions to hospital 
After a stay in hospital, due to surgery or a period of illness, we ask that you keep your child at 
home for an appropriate period of time, for rest and recovery, before they return to school. The 
length of time will depend on the individual circumstances, however this would be a minimum of 1 
school day.  If your child has had a general anaesthetic  we request that they have 2 school days at 
home after the dose has been given to allow for monitoring and recovery.  
 
If possible, please ask the relevant hospital consultant to copy in Michaela Russell and the school 
nurse to the child’s discharge notes and/or any relevant professionals’ reports, so that appropriate 
arrangements and plans can be put in place, including a risk assessment if needed, ready for when 
your child returns to school. Your child will not be able to return to school until all relevant plans 
and resources are put in place to ensure their safety and wellbeing.  A phased return back into 
school may also be recommended. 
 
Personal Care 
If your child needs support with personal care, please send into school a supply of incontinence 
pads/ pull ups, wipes and sundries e.g. cream, that will be used and applied as necessary. If your 
child also requires a milk feed, please also send in the appropriate syringes, giving sets and 
extension tubes so we can administer this in school. 
Please can a set of labelled spare clothes also be sent into school to enable us to change your child if 
required, including underwear and socks. 
 
Reactions to medication 
We’re aware that sometimes the children can have reactions to medication which present like a 
sickness bug. If your child has had a change to their medication and the side effects present like 
vomiting and loose bowels, please speak to your class teacher. Please be aware that if your child has 
an increased number of episodes of vomiting and/or loose bowels we will need to send them home 
due to the impact this will have on the learning of the other children. 



Educational Visits 
Some classes are starting to organise their educational visits as part of enrichment 
curriculum. Individual letters will be sent home prior to the trip. To make these 
experiences possible, we will be kindly requesting your support through a voluntary 
annual contribution of £10. Thank you to those of you who have sent this into school. 
Your generosity helps us cover the costs, making these events successful and memorable for our 
pupils. If you would still like to send in your donation, please do so in an envelope to the school office. 
All contributions are entirely voluntary, and any amount you can provide will be greatly appreciated.  

Warm Water Pool 
We are pleased to share that Stacey Smith has joined us as a member of the warm water team this 
term. Over the next few weeks, Stacey will be working with Emma to phase in the children who 
access the pool due to their complex needs. Stacey will also be spending time in our Upper Key Stage 
2 classes getting to know the children ready to start assessments for their enrichment swims.  
We’ve recently been informed that the PWTAG have changed their training requirements for pools 
like ours. This means that the staff that work in the pool are required to update their training so we 
are compliant. This will have an impact on the sessions we are able to run this term due to the dates 
and timings of the training. However, it is important so we are ensuring the safety of the children is a 
top priority.  

Parent Survey 
Thank you to everyone who completed our Parent Survey at the end of last academic year. Your 
comments and suggestions are really important and help us in our planning for the development of 
school.  
A copy of the results of the survey and our response will be sent out separately following the 
newsletter. If you would like to discuss anything further, please get in touch. 

Purple Sock Day - International Day of People with Disabilities 
Do you have your purple socks ready? Please join us on Wednesday 3rd December in 
supporting Purple Sock Day. We’re encouraging children, staff and the wider school 
community to wear purple socks and help raise awareness for disability inclusion. Any 
purple socks will do but if you’d like to support the official charity you can get your 
purple socks from BAM https://bambooclothing.co.uk/purple-sock-day/ 
If you share pictures of your purple socks online, please use the hashtag #PurpleSockDay.   

Food Parcels—Christmas Holidays 
As you are aware, we work with the McCarthy—Dixon Foundation to supply food 
parcels to some of our families. If you would like a food parcel for over the Christmas 
holiday please let us know. The deadline for requests is 25th November 2025.  
If you would like more information about food parcels and how the service works, 
please get in touch with Janice Crane, Senior Family Worker.  

Fairfields PTA 

 PTAs play a vital role in enhancing schools and fostering strong, supportive communi-
ties. While a PTA operates as an independent entity from the school, it provides an 
excellent opportunity for the broader school community to collaborate and contribute 

to the school’s success. More information about setting up and running a PTA can be found at PTA+ 
and Parentkind.  
If you would be interested in setting up a PTA, please get in touch. 

https://bambooclothing.co.uk/purple-sock-day/
https://www.pta.co.uk/running-a-pta/managing-a-pta/step-by-step--start-a-pta/
https://www.parentkind.org.uk/how-to-start-a-pta-guide


Dates for the Year. 

School Celebrations—Parents Invited 
• Woodland and Treetops Christmas Production  - 9th, 10th and 11th December  
• Riverbank and Meadow Christmas Production - 15th and 16th December 
• Stay and Play— Friday 30th January  1.30pm-2.30pm 
• Easter — Thursday 26th & Friday 27th March  1.30pm-2.30pm 
• Sports Week—19th—21st May 

Parents Evenings  
• Celebration Evening—Wednesday 22nd April 4.00 – 5.15pm and 6.00 – 7.15pm.  

School Events 
• Light and Colour day—13th November 
• Children in Need Day—Friday 14th November 
• Purple Sock Day (International Day of People with Disabilities) - 3rd December 
• Christmas Jumper and Christmas Dinner Day—Friday 12th December 
• Chinese New Year—12th February  
• World Book Day — Thursday 5th March 
• Eid day—Tuesday 24th March 
• Maths  Cooking day—Thursday 25th June 
• World Cup Travel Day—Thursday 2nd July 

Christmas Production Dates—More details to follow 

The Bear The Polar Express 

Otter 15th December 2025 - 9.45am Squirrel 9th December 2025  - 9.45am 

Duckling 15th December 2025 - 11am Deer 9th December 2025 - 11am 

Dormouse 15th December 2025 - 1.30pm Fox 9th December 2025 - 1.30pm 

Mole 16th December 2025 - 9.45am Badger 10th December 2025 - 9.45am 

Rabbit 16th December 2025 - 11am Kestrel 10th December 2025 - 11am 

Hedgehog 16th December 2025 - 1.30pm Owl 10th December 2025 - 1.30pm 

    Dove 11th December 2025 - 9.45am 

    Robin 11th December 2025 - 11am 

The Christmas post box will be available for cards from the 1st December 

Christmas Raffle 
As part of our school fundraising we will be having a Christmas raffle. Tickets will be available to buy 
at your child’s Christmas Production. We are currently looking for prizes for our hampers. Items that 
go down well as prizes include chocolate, biscuits and toiletries  If you work for a company or have 
any contacts with businesses to donate vouchers as prizes, this would also be great. If you are able to 
donate a prize, please send this into the school office by Monday 8th December 2025. 


