
Term 1 2025 
We all hope you had a lovely summer holiday. It’s great to have the children back in school and they 
have settled really well into their new classes. Class teachers will be sending out a newsletter 
introducing their team and their plans for the year. We’d like to welcome our new children and 
their families who will be joining Fairfields over the next few weeks. 
 
We have a few new members of our team.  

 
Michaela Russell is our new Assistant Headteacher. Some of you may know Michaela, as 
she was a Class Teacher and Key Stage Leader within school previously. Michaela also led 
the County AAC Service—Communication for All.  Michaela now leads on children’s 
medical needs and personal development within school 
 

Daniel Brazier is our new class teacher. Dan has experience of working in other Special 
Schools and working in the NHS. We’re pleased Dan has returned to continue his teaching 
career with us.  

 
Sophie Hill has a new role with us within school. Sophie will now be leading our County 
AAC Service—Communication for All.  Sophie will continue to be based at Fairfields and 
will work alongside us developing communication and speech and language approaches 
across school and beyond.  
 

We also have a  new member of the admin team, a number of Learning Support Assistants and 
Lunchtime Supervisors joining us this term.  I'm sure you will join us in welcoming all our new staff 
to Fairfields and wish them luck in their new roles.  
 
We understand that it can be difficult for you to hand over your child when the adult is unfamiliar to 
you or your child. All our staff wear a black staff lanyard with their ID badge and if they are new to 
you or your child we encourage them to introduce themselves. If you do not know the member of 
staff who has come to collect your child, you are welcome to ask them to show you their ID.   
 
While we have recruited to a number of posts, we still have some vacancies within school. These 
are currently being advertised and we hope to appoint over the next few weeks. We continue to 
use supply staff to temporarily fill these gaps as an interim measure.  
 

During the first few weeks of term the classes will be working on our 
‘Transition for All’ part of the curriculum. This focuses on building 
relationships with the children and finding out what motivates and 
interests them. Clear structures and routines are introduced and the 
outcomes from your child’s EHCP are layered into learning. This ensures 
we have a great foundation to build curriculum learning on. During this 

time children will be focusing on settling in their new class and with their new team. Other aspects 
of the curriculum like forest school, horse riding and swimming will hopefully start once the full 
curriculum resumes. Letters will be sent out with more information regarding this.  



We are continuing to work in partnership with the McCarthy Dixon Foundation. The 
McCarthy Dixon Foundation supports schools across the county with regular and 
emergency food parcels. These parcels are a vital part of many families’ daily lives, and 
ensure every child and their family is able to eat a filling, healthy meal.  If you would like a 

food parcel each term, please contact Janice Crane.  
We will be supporting the McCarthy Dixon Foundation this year as part of our Harvest Festival. 
Please start collecting toiletries and  non-perishable foods e.g. boxes of cereal, pasta, rice, jars of 
sauce etc ready for us to donate later in the term.  
 
This year we will be providing the children with experiences through educational visits 
and visitors in school. This is to enhance and enrich the curriculum we provide in school. 
To make these experiences possible, we will be kindly requesting your support through a 
voluntary annual contribution of £10. Your generosity will help us cover the costs, 
making these events successful and memorable for our pupils. Please send your 
donation to the office in a labelled envelope. All contributions are entirely voluntary, and any 
amount you can provide will be greatly appreciated.  

 
Good attendance remains a top priority for us at Fairfields School. We share parents’ and 
carers’ views in wanting the best for your child and we are looking forward to working in 
partnership with you. To support that, regular attendance will be key. 

 
At Fairfields, school starts at 8.45am and finishes at 3pm 
 
90% attendance may seem like an acceptable level of attendance, however in reality that means 
your child misses half a day of school every week, the equivalent of 19 school days (almost one 
whole month), during the year. We expect all pupils at Fairfields to attend school as regularly as 
possible.  

 
Our attendance policy is available to read on our school website https://fairfields.northants.sch.uk/
information/policy-documents. This explains how we monitor attendance and follow up absence.   
We recognise that on occasion some children may experience illness or have exceptional reasons 
preventing regular attendance. Due to the complex needs of some of our pupils, we will always be 
mindful of the attendance challenges that may occur and offer additional support where necessary 
to help them access their full-time education. This may include working with the EHC Team at West 
Northamptonshire Council, carrying out an Early Help Assessment or putting in referrals for support 
from other services. 
 
We will work with you as partners to ensure in such circumstances any identified barriers are 
discussed so we can best support your child’s wellbeing and education. If you are worried about 
your child/children’s attendance please speak with your child’s class teacher in the first instance or 
contact the school office to speak to Janice Crane, our Senior Family Worker.   

 
A PTA (Parent Teacher Association) is a volunteer organisation of parents, carers, and 
school staff that works together to support the school community and improve the 
educational experience for pupils. As a school, we have recently discovered that a PTA 
should be a separate entity to school. If you are interested in continuing our PTA and    

re-establishing a committee or would like more information, please get in touch. 
 
We really excited to see what the year has in store for the children. If you have any questions, 
queries or want to discuss anything with us, please get in touch.  Lesley Elder - Headteacher 

head@fairfields.northants-ecl.gov.uk 
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Start of  the year reminders 

Home School Communication 
Your child will have a home school book as a way of communicating between home and school. 
Members of your child's class team will write in the book 3 times a week, unless there is something 
additional you need to know. If there is anything urgent the class will phone you. Teachers will still be 
contactable via email. Due to their teaching commitment in class and their workload, teachers will 
aim to respond to emails within 2 days, during working hours. If there is something important you 
need to discuss with a teacher, please phone the school office and they will inform them for you. If it 
is urgent, and the teacher is unavailable, this will be passed on to a member of the leadership team.  
 

Communication regarding update with medical needs 
If your child has to have an operation or there is a change in their medical procedures or medication 
please let us know. It is important that you contact us before your child returns to school, especially 
if they have been in hospital. This is because we may need paperwork from a medical professional, a 
risk assessment or training of staff to ensure we can meet their needs effectively. Please do not send 
your child back to school without having a conversation with us first. 
 

If your child has a change in medication, you must ensure the appropriate paperwork is completed 
before sending this into school. Due to our tight schedule with administrating medication we may 
need a day to put a plan in place. If your child is on a course of antibiotics of 3 doses a day, this will 
need to be administered outside of the school if possible. 
 
If you would like to discuss anything regarding your child’s medical needs please contact Michaela 
Russell, russellm@fairfields.northants.sch.uk  

Collecting Children from School 
We are aware that there may be occasions when you need a family member or friend to collect your 
child from school. If the individual will regularly be collecting your child, please send the school office 
a photo which we can keep on file. If the individual is unknown to school, please contact the school 
office with the name of the individual and a password. You can phone on 01604 714777 or email 
officestaff@fairfields.northants.sch.uk. If we do not have the right information we will need to 
contact you before we let your child go.  

What to send to school for you child 
In your child’s bag please ensure you send in the following items: 

 A complete change of clothes  
 Enough pads for the day (alternatively you can send in a packet of pads to keep at 

school) or spare socks and pants 
 Wipes and barrier cream which is suitable for your child 
 A healthy snack (fruit will be provided) - please remember we are a nut free 

school. 
 A comforter - this will only be used to help your child settle in or if absolutely necessary. 
 Appropriate resources to administer medication or health procedures e.g. syringes, 

giving sets and extension tubes    
 Wellies and a waterproof onesie for Outside Learning 
 

We request that all clothes and items are labelled with your child's name.   
 

Please do not sent your child to school with jewellery or other valuable items.  
Fairfields is unable to accept responsibility or liability for their safe keeping. 



Evidence for Learning—Family App 
Our Evidence for Learning Family App is a great way for you to see what learning your child 
has been up to at school. This can be downloaded on either an Android or Apple device. 
Once you have downloaded this, please let us know and we will send you your log in details.  
Teachers will share a piece of evidence with you at home once a week. It would be lovely if you’re 
able to add a comment to what you have seen or even share something your child has done at home.  

Parent App 
Our Parent App is the way we share information with you. We use this to give you 
updates or let you know things in an emergency e.g. if the school is closed. It’s 
important that if you have downloaded the app you have your push notifications switched on. 
Where we can we will also send out information so you receive it as an email too.  

Transport 
For the majority of children, school transport is now running quite smoothly. If you 

have any problems for queries regarding your child's transport, please contact school transport 
directly. Please let us know if you are finding things challenging and we will support you in working 
with school transport to get this sorted.  
The contact details for SEN Transport are: 01604 526449 SENTransport.NCC@westnorthants.gov.uk  
If you bring your child to school, thank you for your patience.  

Chewies 
We know some of the children require chewy toys to help them with their sensory 
regulation.  If your child does use a chewy, please can you provide one to be used in school. 
If possible please can the chewy be on a lanyard with a safety release clasp.  This is to 
prevent it being caught and pulled, resulting in an injury.  This will be added to your child’s positive 
behaviour support plan.  

Ear Defenders 
We know that some of the children need to wear ear defenders at certain times of the 
day. Occupational Therapy advice is that while ear defenders are useful they should only 

be used for short bursts of time. If you child needs ear defenders, please send them into school. This 
will be added to your child’s positive behaviour support plan.  

No Smoking, Vaping or Dogs on Site 
I’d like to remind you that we are a No Smoking school. Please can you not smoke or vape on 
the school premises, including the car park. Please also do not bring dogs on site. Thank you . 

Sensible Footwear 
It is important that your child wears sensible footwear to school. Proper footwear is 

essential for your child’s safety, comfort, and overall well-being throughout the 
school day. Sensible shoes help prevent injuries and provide adequate support 
during physical activities. Please ensure your child wears closed-toe shoes to protect their feet from 
potential injuries. It is important that they have sturdy shoes that fit securely and comfortably.  
Please can I ask the your child does not come to school in flip flops or Crocs as these shoes can pose 
safety hazards and are not suitable for school. If you find it difficult for your child to wear certain 
shoes due to sensory issues, please get in touch.   

mailto:SENTransport.NCC@westnorthants.gov.uk


Illness 
We would like to continue to be extra vigilant with illness. When deciding whether or not 
your child is too ill to attend school, please ask yourself:  

• Is your child well enough to carry out the activities of the school day? If not, keep your child at 
home and consult your GP as appropriate.  

• Does your child have an illness that could be passed on to other children or school staff? If so, 
keep your child at home.  

• Would you take a day off work if you had this illness? If so, keep your child at home.  
If your child becomes poorly during the school day, we will contact you and ask you to come and 
collect them as soon as possible. If you child has been sick or had diarrhoea they are required to 
remain off school for a minimum of 48hrs, thank you. 

Free School Meals 
 
Free School Meals (FSM) is a UK government scheme providing free, healthy school 
lunches for eligible pupils. 
  
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 
If your child is in Reception, Year 1 or Year 2 they will automatically be entitled to universal infant 
free school meals. To book their meals please go to Kingswood Catering’s website 
www.kingswoodcatering.co.uk/ 
 

Year 3 and above 
You can apply for free school meals (£2.58 towards the cost of each meal) for older children in full-
time education up to the age of 18 if you are in receipt of certain benefits. 
 

As a school we will automatically get a pupil premium amount if your child is eligible for free school 
meals. You can apply below for free school meals if you are in receipt of certain benefits and they 
attend a school in West Northamptonshire. The qualifying Benefits are: 

1.Income Support 
2.Income Based Job Seekers Allowance 
3.Child Tax Credit Only (with income up to £16,190) with no element of Working Tax Credit 
4.National Asylum Seekers Support 
5.Guarantee Element of the State Pension Credit 
6.Employment and Support Allowance 
7.Universal Credit (Income Related)  

 

If your child receives universal free school meals but you receive the benefits above, please still 
complete the form as this will increase our pupil premium funding.  
Please use this link to apply https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/help-cost-going-school/free-school-
meals-and-pupil-premium 
 

Please contact the free school meal team by email freeschoolmeals.ncc@northnorthants.gov.uk if: 
• you stop receiving an eligible benefit 
• you change your address 

• you need help or support including unsuccessful or pending applications 
 

Schools must make “reasonable adjustments” to ensure eligible disabled pupils can access their free 
school meals entitlement. At Fairfields we are required to make such reasonable adjustments. We 
now have a system set up for this in school, and if you meet our criteria you will be contacted by the 
school office. If you believe your child should receive such adjustments please contact Janice Crane 
cranej@fairfields.northants.sch.uk 

https://www.kingswoodcatering.co.uk/
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/help-cost-going-school/free-school-meals-and-pupil-premium
https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/help-cost-going-school/free-school-meals-and-pupil-premium
mailto:freeschoolmeals.ncc@northnorthants.gov.uk
mailto:cranej@fairfields.northants.sch.uk


Dates for the Year. 
Below are the scheduled dates for the year. They are all be confirmed nearer the time. 
Please keep an eye on the Parent App for updates. 

School Celebrations—Parents Invited 
• Harvest —Thursday 16th & Friday 17th October   1.30pm-2.30pm 

• Riverbank and Meadow Christmas Production - 15th and 16th December 

• Woodland and Treetops Christmas Production  - 9th, 10th and 11th December  

• Stay and Play— Friday 30th January  1.30pm-2.30pm 

• Easter — Thursday 26th & Friday 27th March  1.30pm-2.30pm 

• Sports Week—19th—21st May 

• Year 6 Stay Late—10th July 

• End of Year Celebration Assemblies — Riverbank: 14th July,  Meadow: 15th July, 

Woodland: 16th July, Treetops: 17th July 

Parents Evenings  
• Parents evening—22nd October & 5th November  

• Celebration Evening—Wednesday 22nd April 4.00 – 5.15pm and 6.00 – 7.15pm.  

School Events 
• School Photo Day—5th November 

• Light and Colour day—13th November 

• Children in Need Day—Friday 14th November 

• Purple Sock Day (International Day of People with Disabilities) - 3rd December 

• Christmas Jumper and Christmas Dinner Day—Friday 12th December 

• Chinese New Year—12th February  

• World Book Day — Thursday 5th March 

• Eid day—Tuesday 24th March 

• World Cup Travel Day—Thursday 2nd July 

• Maths  Cooking day—Thursday 25th July  


